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east coasts    These winds develop somewhere in the neigh
bourhood  ot  the  Carolines  and  moye  westward   causing
great ha\oc especially to shipping
4    I egetable and  4mmal Ltfe
The \egetahon of China must at one time ha\e been
extraordinary in its \anet\ and luxunance Even now
after centuries of devastation bv man almost every temperate
and sub tropical tree including both hard and soft woodb
e\ei*} fruit and e\er} cereal is known and grown Dense
settlement has interfered greatly with the natural vegetation
and deforestation in particular is one of the great tragedies
of China Apart from the cultivated plants little natural
vegetation now remains over very wide areas and rich
districts have been reduced to deserts Even the grasses are
pulled roots and all to serve as fuel in many districts
and the soil thus unprotected is swept as useless rubble
down the \\atercourses The bamboo is the typical plant
of the monsoon regions and means much to the inhabitants
of south east Asia,
With it they build houses and erect temporary shelters it is used
for all scaffolding purposes and for the transport of all goods by
human agency from the smallest market produce to the grand piano
HI a foreign settlement when full grown it supplies the vast water
population with masts and from it are made chopsticks pipes
umbrellas, tables stools and musical instruments When young it
is used as food
Between forty and sixty varieties are known and its uses
mast number thousands
But the great wealth of plant speaes cannot be realized
Beautiful and useful trees such as the camphor ebony teak,
plane and mahogany flowering plants which we have appro-
priated for our gardens such as camellias azaleas asters.